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This	Report	summarizes	for	the	University	community	developments	related	to	Boston	

College’s	intercollegiate	athletics	program	and	the	Athletics	Advisory	Board’s	(AAB)	activities	
during	the	past	academic	year.			
	
	
1.		Academic	and	Athletics	Highlights	
	

A.		ACC	Academic	Consortium	
	
The	Atlantic	Coast	Conference	(ACC)	sponsored	its	thirteenth	year	of	initiatives	

organized	by	the	ACC	Academic	Consortium	(ACCAC).		Boston	College	students	participated	in	
ACCAC	events	held	during	both	fall	and	spring	semesters.		The	ACCAC	leverages	the	athletics	
association	and	identity	of	the	15	ACC	institutions	in	order	to	enrich	their	educational	mission.	

	
This	spring,	the	annual	
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who	graduate	within	six	years	from	that	institution,	excluding	students	who	transfer	out	while	
still	academically	eligible	to	compete	at	their	initial	institution.		The	latest	available	data	cover	
student	cohorts	entering	college	in	2007-2010.		For	Boston	College,	the	overall	four-year	
average	GSR	was	95	percent,	compared	to	a	median	of	90	percent	for	ACC	institutions,	and	85	
percent	for	all	Division	I	institutions.		Thirteen	of	the	varsity	sports	that	Boston	College	sponsors	
achieved	the	highest	possible	GSR	of	100	percent.		Further	details	on	APR	and	GSR	for	individual	
sports	and	other	NCAA	schools	can	be	found	at	www.ncaa.org,	under	Division	I/Academics.		

	
Beginning	in	Spring	2020,	the	NCAA	will	distribute	a	portion	of	new	revenues	from	the	

broadcast	rights	of	the	NCAA	Men’s	Basketball	Championship	to	institutions	based	on	the	
academic	achievement	of	their	student-athletes.		An	institution	will	have	three	ways	to	qualify:		
earn	an	overall,	single-year,	all-sport	APR	of	985	or	higher;	earn	an	overall	all-sport	GSR	of	90	
percent	or	higher;	or	earn	a	Federal	Graduation	Rate	(FGR)	for	athletics	that	is	at	least	13	
percentage	points	higher	than	for	



 4 

America	team	honors,	including	one	from	the	Football	Sports	Writers	of	America,	while	junior	
defensive	back	Lukas	Denis	was	named	to	the	Walter	Camp	All-America	second	team.		Junior	
field	hockey	players,	Ymke	Rose	Gote	and	Frederique	Haverhals	were	again	named	to	the	All-
ACC	second	team,	and	were	selected	as	third-team	All-Americans.		In	men’s	cross	country,	junior	
Sean	Burke	finished	17th	in	the	ACC	championship	race	and	was	selected	to	the	All-ACC	team	for	
the	second	year	in	a	row	by	virtue	of	placing	in	the	top	21	runners.		Women’s	soccer	forward	
Sam	Coffey	led	Boston	College	in	scoring	and	was	named	to	the	All-ACC	third	and	All-ACC	
freshman	teams.		In	fall	sailing,	freshman	Sophia	Reineke	was	crowned	women’s	National	
Singlehanded	Sailing	champion,	following	in	the	footsteps	of	her	sister,	Erika,	who	won	four	
straight	National	Singlehanded	Championships	during	her	time	at	the	Heights.		One	week	later,	
the	team	took	first	place	in	the	coed	Match	Race	National	Championship.		
	
In	the	winter,	women’s	ice	hockey	won	the	Beanpot	tournament	and	the	Hockey	East	regular	
season	championship.		Freshman	forward	Daryl	Watts	became	the	first-ever	underclassman	to	
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falling	for	the	second	straight	year	to	Notre	Dame	in	the	ACC	tournament.		Senior	outfielder	
Annie	Murphy,	who	led	the	ACC	in	batting	average	and	hits,	was	selected	to	the	All-ACC	first	
team,	along	with	
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measured	by	winning	contests,	although	not	necessarily	always	winning	championships.		While	
all	of	Boston	College’s	31	sports	are	important,	his	focus	would	be	on	achieving	success	in	
football,	basketball,	and	men’s	ice	hockey.		He	views	success	in	competition	as	an	integral	
component	of	the	athletics	staff’s	and	University’s	efforts	to	develop	student-athletes	in	the	
academic,	social,	and	spiritual	spheres.		

	
In	the	general	discussion	that	followed	Martin’s	presentation,	questions	arose	about	

whether	supporting	a	large	number	of	varsity	sports	(31)	might	short-change	some	sports.		
Martin	noted	that	Boston	College	certainly	is	at	the	upper	end	in	number	of	sports	and	number	
of	student	athletes	(700),	both	in	the	ACC	and	in	comparison	with	other	conferences.		Offering	
such	a	wide	spectrum	of	sports,	however,	provides	opportunities	for	student-athletes	who	
otherwise	might	not	have	them.		A	question	was	asked	about	whether	sufficient	effort	is	made	
to	highlight	accomplishments	of	teams	in	the	non-revenue	sports.		Martin	noted	that	marketing	
has	to	be	selective	to	avoid	oversaturating	intended	audiences.		But	in	recent	years	when	
Boston	College	hosted	NCAA	tournament	rounds	for	men’s	soccer	and	women’s	lacrosse,	the	
Athletics	Department	did	advertise	the	events.		Martin	also	mentioned	that	the	launch	of	the	
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SAAC	and	a	member	of	the	women’s	swimming	and	diving	team,	Senior	Associate	AD	Jocelyn	
Fisher	Gates,	and	Assistant	AD	Jen	Kentera	attended	the	meeting.		Amanda	provided	an	
overview	of	the	proposal.		She	emphasized	that	the	reason	for	putting	forward	the	proposal	is	
the	difficulty	student-athletes	face	in	scheduling	classes	due	to	their	extensive	practice	
schedules.		She	also	noted	that	Boston	College	is	the	only	institution	in	the	ACC	without	some	
form	of	early	registration	for	student-athletes,	a	situation	which	coaches	and	SAAC	members	
believe	puts	BC’s	sports	programs	at	a	competitive	disadvantage	in	recruiting.		The	proposal	
would	allow	student-athletes	to	register	before	non-athletes	by	their	class	year	and	would	cap	
the	share	of	seats	available	to	student-athletes	in	each	class	to	avoid	clustering.			

	
In	the	general	discussion	that	followed	Amanda’s	presentation,	some	members	

wondered	if	there	might	be	alternatives	to	early	registration	for	accommodating	scheduling	
difficulties.		One	suggestion	was	to	hold	practice	at	different	times	of	the	day	from	semester-to-
semester	or	year-to-year,	thereby	making	it	possible	for	student-athletes	to	take	classes	that	are	
offered	only	in	the	morning	or	only	in	the	afternoon.		Another	suggestion	was	to	encourage	
departments	to	spread	sections	of	courses	out	more	evenly	over	the	various	time	blocks.		A	
third	suggestion	was	to	expand	the	existing	system	of	overrides	by	asking	departments	to	hold	
back	more	seats	in	classes	and	then	prioritize	overrides	for	student-athletes.		Jocelyn	noted	that	
several	athletics	facilities	are	heavily	utilized	by	multiple	sports	(playing	fields,	basketball	gym,	
the	weight	room),	making	swapping	of	practice	times	complicated.		Amanda	reported	that	
surveys	administered	by	SAAC	of	student-athletes	had	found	greater	difficulty	in	registering	for	
classes	within	majors	than	for	university	core	classes.			

	
The	discussion	next	turned	to	details	of	the	SAAC	proposal.		Members	agreed	that	a	key	

element	must	be	fairness	for	non-athletes	and	this	might	be	accomplished	by	amending	the	
proposal	to	allow	some	non-athletes	the	chance	to	register	during	the	early	time	periods	
afforded	student-athletes.		Members	
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extracurricular	activity	without	financial	consequence.		Although	the	course	override	system	can	
help	students	who	have	difficulties	scheduling	classes,	its	application	varies	across	departments	
and	so	navigating	the	process	is	not	necessarily	straightforward.		In	addition,	overall	seat	
capacity	prevents	the	use	of	overrides	in	some	classes.			

	
The	group	next	turned	to	technical	details	of	how	a	system	of	early	registration	might	

work.		Members	agreed	that	any	proposal	should	afford	non-athletes	the	same	probability	of	
gaining	an	early	registration	time	as	under	the	current	system.		One	approach	that	achieves	this	
would	have	r
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provide	course	selection	options	closer	to	those	enjoyed	by	non-athletes	who	don’t	face	
externally	imposed	constraints	on	course	times.			

	
As	the	discussion	proceeded,	several	members	pointed	out	that	practice	schedules	for	

some	sports	are	more	demanding	than	for	others,	and	so	perhaps	early	registration	should	
apply	only	to	those	student-athletes	having	the	most	difficulty	scheduling	classes.		But	
determining	the	criteria	for	deciding	which	sports	qualify	would	be	challenging.		For	example,	
should	the	criteria	be	conflicts	with	practice	in	more	than	four	class	time	blocks?		Or	should	it	be	
five	(or	six	or	seven)	time	blocks?		And	differentiating	who	qualifies	could	lead	to	division	among	
student-athletes	and	resentment	for	those	who	sports	don’t	qualify.		The	group	decided	that	
any	system	should	apply	to	all	student-athletes	equally.		A	question	arose	about	whether	spirit	
groups	associated	with	athletics,	such	as	the	cheer	squad	or	the	marching	band,	should	be	
included.		These	groups	generally	arrange	practice	sessions	to	avoid	conflicts	with	class	
scheduling,	and	so	they	don’t	face	the	same	registration	challenges	of	student-athletes.			
	

As	had	been	noted	at	previous	meetings,	Boston	College	is	the	only	institution	in	the	
ACC	without	some	form	of	early	course	registration	for	student-athletes.		The	group	reviewed	
information	on	the	specifics	of	registration	policies	at	other	ACC	schools.		Most	allow	student-
athletes	to	register	either	before	all	other	students	or	before	other	students	in	their	class	year.		
Some	include	other	groups	of	students	(honors,	ROTC,	spirit)	in	early	registration.		A	few	schools	
allow	student-athletes	to	register	in	early	time	blocks	along	side	other	students	by	class	year,	
similar	to	the	revised	SAAC	proposal.		

	
Discussion	at	previous	meetings	had	indicated	student-athletes	have	the	greatest	

challenge	scheduling	elective	classes	in	their	majors	rather	than	university	core	classes.		Since	
electives	in	the	major	generally	are	taken	in	later	years	and	core	classes	earlier,	the	group	
suggested	initially	offering	preference	to	student-athletes	registering	for	classes	taken	in	junior	
and	senior	years.		Doing	so	would	target	those	student-athletes	with	the	greatest	difficulty	
scheduling	classes,	while	keeping	the	rollout	easier	for	Student	Services	to	implement.			

	
The	AAB	agreed	to	support	the	revised	SAAC	proposal	with	the	modification	that	the	

initiative	apply	only	to	student-athletes	registering	for	junior	and	senior	year	classes.		The	group	
also	agreed	to	send	a	memo	offering	the	AAB’s	support	to	the	Provost	along	with	the	SAAC	
proposal.			
	

At	the	meeting	on	February	23,	the	AAB	
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During	regular	season	competition,	ten	sports	do	not	have	any	time	blocks	with	two	
weeks	or	more	of	potential	missed	classes	and	two	sports	have	only	one	such	time	block.		
Eleven	sports	had	multiple	time	blocks	that	were	flagged.		Members	identified	Baseball,	Softball,	
Volleyball,	Men’s	Tennis,	Women’s	Soccer,	and	Men’s	Golf	as	having	five	or	more	time	blocks	
with	two	or	more	weeks	of	potential	missed	classes	during	their	regular	seasons.		Accounting	for	
possible	class	conflicts	in	post-
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Several	themes	emerged	from	the	discussion.		The	group	agreed	that	LRSA	should	make	
renewed	efforts	to	reach	out	to	faculty	members	and	other	constituencies	on	the	academic	side	
of	the	university	in	order	to	ensure	LRSA	is	viewed	as	a	partner	in	furthering	the	academic	
mission	of	Boston	College.		Members	also	noted	the	importance	of	ensuring	that	student-
athletes	have	a	college	experience	beyond	the	confines	of	simply	supporting	academic	
achievement.		Career	discernment,	student	formation	programs,	and	other	opportunities	for	
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Delvon	Parker	(CSOM).		At	the	end	of	the	academic	year,	Stacey	Barone	(CSON)	and	Tracy	Regan	
(Economics)	completed	elected	terms	on	the	Board.		In	the	spring	


