
want to give a shoutout, I know we have at least 200 people watching forever, all around the
country and the world through live stream, including my parents who are watching out from
Elkhorn, Nebraska. Hi, Mom and Dad.

Tonight promises to be a wonderful and engaging event with Professor John Collins, Emeritus
Holmes Professor of Old Testament at Yale University, who is here to present his lecture on the
Bible and Human Rights - certainly a very relevant topic for us. This annual lecture in honor of
Father Richard J. Clifford of the Society of Jesus, is made possible through the generous
support of the Kitz family. And it's a great honor for us to have Ann-Marie Kitz and Fr. Clifford
here with us this evening.

Before we begin the lecture, I am very excited to share with you news that, because of an
extraordinary bequest intention from Ann-Marie, a new chair will be established at the School
of Theology and Ministry in honor of Fr. Clifford. The name of that chair will be the Clifford and
Kitz Chair in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament.

Now here comes the tricky part. I'm going to do something in which I have to provide a loteta i坄Ȁ v Ā  Arts in Teaching and a Master of Divinity here at

intellectual capital needed to transform future generations of leaders who will serve Catholic
and Christian communities, both within and beyond the church. On behalf of the university, I
want to give my heartfelt gratitude to Ann-Marie for her extraordinary dedication to the School
of Theology and Ministry. It is wonderful to count on friends like her who are truly committed
to our shared mission at the STM. Her generous investment plays an important role in
upholding the Jesuit Catholic heritage of Boston College and helps us to ensure an even
brighter future for the school. We are deeply grateful for her leadership and philanthropy.
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property, but that right is not at all defined, and it is not clear that it is enjoyed by everyone in
the society.

The 10 Commandments are often viewed as timeless, ethical maxims and distinguished as
such from the casuistic laws that follow. David Clines questions this assumption in a probing
essay, asking whose interest these commandments serve. The presumed addressees,
according to C�ar 



There was a common perception of justice in the ancient Near East, which kings and rulers
were supposed to uphold, found already in the laws of Hammurabi. The key feature of this
concept was that the strong should not oppress the weak - often specified as widows and
orphans. This ideal is affirmed repeatedly in the Hebrew Bible. The king is supposed to judge
your people with r@䐀







To say that we ought to love our fellow human beings, however, is not quite the same thing as
to say that they have a right to be loved, or indeed that they have any rights at all. Perhaps
the greatest contribution of Jesus and the Gospels to the idea of human rights is his concern
for the least of the brethren, the outcasts of society. In the Matthean judgment scene in
Matthew 25 or in the Parable of the Wedding Feast. Even in the case of the judgment seen,
the brethren in question may be members of the community of Christ followers, as John
Donohue argued. In this case, the vantage point is not the rights of the brethren, but an
exhortation to charity. In this respect, the Gospel was quite in line with Jewish attitudes of the
day, where the word,
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Only one of these three moderate binaries, gay or straight, is at all discussed in the Bible, and
only in a few verses. But it illustrates, I think, a fundamental contradiction between biblical
assumptions on the one hand, and modern ideas of human rights on the other. The Leviticus
18:22 tells the presumably male reader, “you shall not lay a male with the lyings of a woman.
It is an abomination.” Leviticus 20:13 specifies that both parties should be put to death. There
is some debate as to what exactly is meant by “the lyings of a woman,” but the simplest
explanation is that any kind of sexual intercourse between males was forbidden. The Hebrew
Bible has nothing whatever to say about relations between women. In ancient Greece it was
considered shameful for a man to be penetrated, but not to be the penetrator. But in Leviticus,
both parties are condemned. There are a few other passages of the Hebrew Bible of possible
relevance to homosexual relations, notably the story of Sodom in Genesis 19 and the story of
David and Jonathan in the books of Samuel. The Genesis story is complicated by issues of
hospitality. But in any case, the relations envisioned are not consensual. The men of Sodom
want to rape Lot’s guests. This is also true of the story of the Levite in Judges 19. According to
I Samuel, Jonathan loved David as he loved his own life. And after Jonathan's death, David
declares that his love was “wonderful, surpassing the love of women.” We are never told just
how this love was expressed. And so in the words of Martti Nissinen, “the text thus leaves the
possible homoerotic associations to the reader's imagination.” There is no hint of
condemnation in that case. A clear biblical condemnation of sexual relations between men
then rests on two verses in the Holiness Code� of� ࠀ
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Yes. Here in front.

$XGLHQFH�0HPEHU���� Thank you, Professor, for your lecture. When you, we remember that,
society predates the Scriptures - the Scriptures were not thrown down from heaven, they are
histories and stories of people who lived and, at that time and these Scriptures were written,
our ideas of morality, ethos, ethics, and, um, liberty, are not the same as at that time. And so,
when we remember that, don’t you think we are judging these Scriptures so much about this
lack of, you know, evidence of human rights?

-RKQ�-��&ROOLQV� Eh, I don’t really mean here to be judging the Scriptures on the matter. I’m
just pointing out the differences. So that in a way I am making the same point from the other
sides so to speak. You know, that, indeed, our morality in the modern world is different. What
complicates it, of course, is that I’m sur n  , ist
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-DPHV�%XUUDVWRQ: About justice.

-RKQ�-��&ROOLQV: Oh, yeah.

-DPHV�%XUUDVWRQ: That he had to work with them at their level. I understand the
discrepancies that are in the Bible, but it seems these discrepancies were necessary. Can you
further explain this idea that God was trying to teach a people? Uh, thank you.

-RKQ�-��&ROOLQV: I would say, you know, if you want to know what God was trying to do, ask
God.

Audience laughs.

You know, I am more, more in tune with what was said here earlier. You know, we know that
these things were written by human beings in particular contexts. We can say with confidence
what a particular prophet or somebody who drafted Deuteronomy was trying to do. Eh, God
can explain himself. Yeah.

Audience laughs and claps.
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