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Conservatism in Modern America 

 
WEEK ONE  
 
Introduction – The Conservative Disposition and Development of American Conservatism 
 

TOPICSR!8%-0-!/3-'!(3#'-0.*$&':!2&$!,&$%&#!=03*/-0!(500-#$'!32!9:-0&(*#!43)&$&(*)!
$%356%$!77!'5(%!*'!)&=-0*)&':+!0-45=)&(*#&':+!#*$&3#*)&':!@&#()5/&#6!0*(&*)P-$%#&(!230:'!32!
#*$&3#*)&':Al!!"'!9:-0&(*#!(3#'-0.*$&':!*#!&/-#$&$17=*'-/!:3.-:-#$l!!"'!&$!*#!
&/-*'P4%&)3'34%1P40&#(&4)-'7=*'-/!:3.-:-#$l!!9!$-:4-0*:-#$7=*'-/!:3.-:-#$l!!"'!
(3#'-0.*$&':!*!(3#'&'$-#$!4-0'4-($&.-+!30!&'!&$!(3#$-J$5*)!*#/!0-*($&.-+!(%*#6&#6!,&$%!
$&:-+!43)&$&('+!*#/!$%-!#*$50-!32!&$'!$*06-$'P3443'&$&3#P-#-:&-'l!

!
Q*$$%-,!K3#$&#-$$&+!The Right: The Hundred Year War for American Conservatism!@m-,!j30GR!
e*'&(!e33G'+!^`^^A+!K%';![7b!@Vm30:*)(1!*#/!"$'!L&'(3#$-#$'+W!VH%-!f-.3)5$&3#!32![ab^+W!
VF03:!830)/!8*0!$3!K3)/!8*0WA!

!



!
f&(%*0/!8-*.-0+!Ideas Have Consequences!@[ag_AR!
! K%;![R!H%-!>#'-#$&:-#$*)!?-#$&:-#$!
! K%;!^R!L&'$&#($&3#!*#/!S&-0*0(%1!
! K%;!bR!!F0*6:-#$*$&3#!*#/!C='-''&3#!
!
f5''-))!Y&0G+!The Conservative Mind!@[a]bAR!
! K%;![R!H%-!"/-*!32!K3#'-0.*$&':!
! K%;!^R!oI/:5#/p!e50G-!*#/!$%-!U3)&$&('!32!U0-'(0&4$&3#!
!
Q&(%*-)!C*G-'%3$$+!VC#!e-&#6!K3#'-0.*$&.-W!@[a]ZA!
!
8&)):330-!Y-#/*))+!V8%*$!&'!K3#'-0.*$&':lW!@[aZbA!
!

U3/(*'$'R!
!

L-(-:=-0!\+!^`^[!D!K3#'-0.*$&.-!Q&#/'!@?IA!

m3.-:=-0![\+!^`^`!D!IJ4)30&#6!e50G-!@?IA!

940&)!]+!^`^^!D!90:(%*&0!e50G-*#'!@,&$%!e3!8&#-6*0/A!@?IA!

940&)!^[+!^`^`!D!f5''-))!Y&0G+!I((-#$0&(!<-#&5'!@,&$%!e0*/)-1!e&0O-0A!@?IA!

h5#-!^a+!^`^[!D!U-02-($!e-/03(G!@3#!f5''-))!Y&0GM'!H-#!K3#'-0.*$&.-!U0&#(&4)-'A!@?IA!

WEEK THREE -- Individualist Liberalism 
!

TOPICS:!!S3,!:5(%!&'!9:-0&(*#!(3#'-0.*$&':!'&:4)1!*!'$03#6!.-0'&3#!32!)&=-0*)!
&#/&.&/5*)&'$!43)&$&(*)!$%356%$l!!!

!
8&))&*:!<0*%*:!?5:#-0+!What Social Classes Owe to Each Other!@[__bA!
!
S-0=-0$!S33.-0+!Vf566-/!"#/&.&/5*)&':W!@[a^_A!
!
91#!f*#/+!VH%-!m*$50-!32!<3.-0#:-#$W!@203:!



!
Q*1!b+!^`^^!D!f-*440*&'&#6!S-0=-0$!S33.-0!@,&$%!<-306-!m*'%A!@?IA!

WEEK FOUR -- American Conservatism 
 
 TOPICS: f-)*$&3#!32!(3#'-0.*$&.-!&/-*'!$3!$%-!=&0$%!32!$%-!:3/-0#!9:-0&(*#!
! (3#'-0.*$&.-!:3.-:-#$T!Q3/-0#!9:-0&(*#!(3#'-0.*$&':!*'!*#!&#'506-#(1!,&$%&#!$%-!
! :&/7(-#$501!f-45=)&(*#!U*0$1T!Q3.-:-#$!$3!(*4$50-!$%-!f-45=)&(*#!U*0$1T!<3)/,*$-0!$3!
! f-*6*#;!H%-!-:-06-#(-!32!*!:3.-:-#$7(3#'-0.*$&.-!f-45=)&(*#!U*0$1;!
!
9)=-0$!h*1!m3(G+!V"'*&*%M'!h3=W!@[a]ZA!
!
e5(G)-1+!m*$&3#*)!f-.&-,!Q&''&3#!?$*$-:-#$!@[a]]A!
!
e*001!<3)/,*$-0+!The Conscience of a Conservative!@[aZ`AR!
! K%;![R!!H%-!K3#'(&-#(-!32!*!K3#'-0.*$&.-W!
!
j35#6!9:-0&(*#'!230!F0--/3:!@j9FA+!VH%-!?%*03#!?$*$-:-#$W!@[aZ`A!
!
f3#*)/!f-*6*#+!V9!H&:-!230!K%33'&#6W!@[aZgAR!
! %$$4'RPP,,,;135$5=-;(3:P,*$(%l.qNBe',F2%Z9j!
!
"0.&#6!Y0&'$3)+!VK3#2-''&3#'!32!*!H05-+!?-)27K3#2-''-/!7!U-0%*4'!$%-!C#)1!77!rm-3(3#'-0.*$&.-MW!
@[a\aA!
!
! K3#$&#-$$&+!The Right+!K%';!g+!]!@V9!Q3.-:-#$!<03,'+W!Vm-,!F03#$&-0'WA!
!

U3/(*'$'R!
!

940&)![+!^`^[!D!8%*$!&'!K3#'-0.*$&':l!@0-.&'&$&#6!$%-!()*''&(!F0*#G!Q-1-0!=33G!3#!$%&'!
'5=n-($A!@?IA!



f&(%*0/!8-*.-0+!VH,3!H14-'!32!9:-0&(*#!"#/&.&/5*)&':W!@[aZbA!
!
f3=-0$!m&'=-$+!The Quest for Community!@[a]bA!
! K%;![!7!H%-!d3''!32!K3::5#&$1!
! K%;!^!7!H%-!":*6-!32!K3::5#&$1!
! K3#()5'&3#!





! K%;!\!77!H%-!d&:&$'!32!K&.&)!C=-/&-#(-!
! K%;!_!77!H%-!>'-!32!K&.&)!L&'3=-/&-#(-!
! K%;!a!77!H%-!>'-!32!F30(-!
!
VI.*#6-)&(*)'!*#/!K*$%3)&('!H36-$%-0R!!H%-!K%0&'$&*#!Q&''&3#!&#!$%-!H%&0/!Q&))-##&5:+W!First!
Things!@Q*1![aagA!
 
! 8&))&*:!e*00+!?4--(%!*$!$%-!>#&.-0'&$1!32!m3$0-!L*:-!d*,!?(%33)!@^`[aA!
!
! %$$4'RPP,,,;135$5=-;(3:P,*$(%l.q"Q_\8Q'0K8Q!
!
! ?-#*$30!h3'%!S*,)-1!@f7Q3;A+!K3::-#(-:-#$!9//0-''!*$!Y&#6M'!K3))-6-+!mjK!@^`[aA!
!
! %$$4'RPP,,,;(7'4*#;306P.&/-3PlgZ`b]]7[P'-#*$307n3'%7%*,)-17(3::-#(-:-#$7'4--(%7
G&#6'7(3))-6-!
!
! h5'$&(-!?*:5-)!9)&$3+!?4--(%!$3!H%-!F-/-0*)&'$!?3(&-$1!@^`^`A!
!
! %$$4'RPP,,,;135$5=-;(3:P,*$(%l.qsQ#5GKs"E8i!
!

h5'$&(-!?*:5-)!9)&$3+!!?4--(%!$3!$%-!m3$0-!L*:-!f-)&6&35'!d&=-0$1!"#'$&$5$-+!f3:-+!"$*)1!
@h5)1!^`^^A!

%$$4'RPP,,,;135$5=-;(3:P,*$(%l.q5(&g5#&Z`_Iu$q['!

U3/(*'$'R!
!

Q*1!b[+!^`^^!D!?-J+!9=30$&3#!*#/!F-:&#&':+!*'!?--#!203:!$%-!f&6%$!@,&$%!I0&G*!
e*(%&3(%&A!@IY?A!

F-=05*01!^Z+!^`^^!D!Q3$%-0'!32!K3#'-0.*$&':!@3#!43'$,*0!(3#'-0.*$&.-!,3:-#!*($&.&'$'!
&#!'35$%-0#!K*)&230#&*A!@YjIA!

Q*1!a+!^`[Z!D!S*0.-1!Q*#'2&-)/!3#!Q*#)&#-''!@KeYA!

Q*1![[+!^`[]!D!S*0.-1!Q*#'2&-)/!3#!d-3!?$0*5''!*#/!$%-!?$0*5''&*#'!@KeYA!

Q*1![_+!^`^[!D!8-'$!K3*'$!@?$0*5''&*#&':A!&'!$%-!e-'$!K3*'$!@*#!&#$03/5($&3#!$3!
V?$0*5''&*#&':WA!@?IA!

940&)![[+!^`[Z!D!f3=-0$!U;!<-306-!3#!C50!>#&.-0'&$&-'+!m*$50*)!d*,+!*#/!?3(&*)!
K3#'-0.*$&':!@KeYA!

WEEK EIGHT -- The State !
 
 TOPICS: 8%*$!/3!(3#'-0.*$&.-'!@*#/!3$%-0'A!:-*#!=1!V$%-!'$*$-Wl!!S3,!&'!$%*$!/&22-0-#$!
! 203:!V$%-!63.-0#:-#$Wl!!"'!$%-!'$*$-!*!=)-''&#6!30!*!403=)-:!D!30!-.-#!(50'-l!!8%1l!! 



!
9)=-0$!h*1!m3(G+!Our Enemy, the State!@[ab]A!
! K%;![!
!
F0&-/0&(%!S*1-G+!The Road to Serfdom!@[aggA!
! "#$03/5($&3#!
! K%;!b!77!"#/&.&/5*)&':!*#/!K3))-($&.&':!
! K%;!]!77!U)*##&#6!*#/!L-:3(0*(1!
! K%;!Z!77!



! K%;!^!7!H%-!H10*##1!32!K3#$03)'!
!
"0.&#6!Y0&'$3)+!VC#!K30430*$-!K*4&$*)&':!&#!9:-0&(*W!@[a\]A!
!

U3/(*'$'R!
!

940&)![_+!^`^`!D!H%-!8&#/=*6!K&$1!@3#!K%&(*63!?(%33)!I(3#3:&('A!@YjIA!

C($3=-0!\+!^`[a!D!830G&#67K)*''!K3#'-0.*$&':!@YjIA!

h5)1![g+!^`[g!D!K%*0)-'!Q500*1!3#!I(3#3:&(!*#/!Q30*)!d&2-!&#!9:-0&(*!@KeYA!

WEEK TEN -- Anti-Communism 
 

TOPICS:  8%1!/3!135!$%&#G!$%*$!*#$&(3::5#&':!=-(*:-!'3!(-#$0*)!$3!$%-!43'$,*0!
(3#'-0.*$&.-!43)&$&(*)!5#/-0'$*#/&#6!*#/!&/-#$&$1l!!U3'$,*0!(3#'-0.*$&.-!*#$&(3::5#&':!
&'!32$-#!'*&/!$3!%*.-!=--#!45'%-/!$3!$%-!43&#$!32!(05/-#-''+!4345)&'$!%1'$-0&*+!(3#'4&0*(17
$%-30&O&#6+!,&$(%7%5#$&#6+!,*07:3#6-0&#6;!!"'!$%&'!$05-l!S3,!:5(%!/&/!.&63035'!*#$&7
(3::5#&':!%-)4!5#&$-!,%*$!,35)/!3$%-0,&'-!%*.-!=--#!*!20*($50-/!*#/!&#(%3*$-!43)&$&(*)!
:3.-:-#$l!C#(-!$%-!e-0)&#!8*))!2-))+!,%*$+!&2!*#1$%&#6+!%*'!0-4)*(-/!*#$&(3::5#&':!&#!
$%&'!43'&$&3#!,&$%&#!$%-!:3.-:-#$l!!90-!$%-!'*:-!(3#'-0.*$&.-!&:45)'-'!*#/!-:3$&3#'!
$%*$!25-)-/!K3)/!8*0!*#$&(3::5#&':!#3,!25-)&#6!$%-!(5)$50-!,*0'l!!S3,!&'!*))!$%&'!
,30G&#6!35$l!

!
h*:-'!e50#%*:+!Communism: The Struggle for the World!@[ag\P[aZ\A!
!
h3'-4%!Q(K*0$%1+!?4--(%!*$!8%--)&#6+!8-'$!s&06&#&*!@[a]`A!!
!
E30*!m-*)-!S50'$3#+!V8%1!$%-!m-603!83#M$!e51!K3::5#&':W!American Legion Magazine!
! @[a][A!
!
8%&$$*G-0!K%*:=-0'+!Witness!@[a]^A!
! F30,*0/!&#!$%-!F30:!32!*!d-$$-0!$3!Q1!K%&)/0-#!
!



!
Q*J!I*'$:*#+!Reflections on the Failure of Socialism!@[a]]A!
! K%;![!7!e3$%!S34-'!*0-!F*)'-!
! K%;!b!7!H%-!f-*)!<5*0*#$--!32!F0--/3:!
! K%;!]!7!H%-!L-)&#N5-#$!d&=-0*)'!
! K%;![`!7!?3(&*)&':!*#/!S5:*#!m*$50-!
!
"0.&#6!Y0&'$3)+!V?3(&*)&':R!9#!C=&$5*01!230!*#!"/-*W!@[a\ZA!
!
"0.&#6!Y0&'$3)+!VH%-!9/.-0'*01!K5)$50-!32!"#$-))-($5*)'W!@[a\aA!
!
H%3:*'!?3,-))+!The Quest for Cosmic Justice @[aaaA!
! K%;![7!VH%-!i5-'$!230!K3':&(!h5'$&(-W!
! o?G&:!0-'$!32!=33G+!*#/!0-*/!*!2-,!/&'(5''&3#'P&))5'$0*$&3#'!
! $%*$!135!2&#/!&#$-0-'$&#6!$3!'%*0-!,&$%!$%-!()*''p!
!
! ! K3#$&#-$$&+!The Right+!K%';!\+!a!@VH%-!<0-*$!L&'054$&3#+W!VH%-!U0*&0&-!F&0-WA!
!
! ! COUNTER:  !
! ! ! ! 833/03,!8&)'3#+!The New Freedom!@[a[bA!

U-661!Q("#$3'%+!V8%&$-!U0&.&)-6-R!>#4*(G&#6!$%-!"#.&'&=)-!
Y#*4'*(GW!@[a_aA!

U3/(*'$'R!
!

m3.-:=-0!^+!^`^[!D!8%*$M'!$%-!Q*$$-0!,&$%!?3(&*)&':l!@?IA!

h5#-![`+!^`^^!D!?3(&*)&':!&'!?5443'-/!$3!=-!*!830G&#67K)*''!Q3.-:-#$;!!8%1!"'#M$!"$l!
@IY?A!

Q*0(%!b`+!^`^^!D!f-/!L&*4-0!e*=1!@3#!L*.&/!S303,&$OM'!/-2-($&3#!203:!$%-![aZ`'!m-,!
d-2$A@YjIA!

F-=05*01![+!^`^^!D!H%-!<-#&5'!32!H%3:*'!?3,-))!@,&$%!9)*#!83)*#A!@?IA!

U032-''30!L*.&/!9OO-0*/!3#!H%-!F0&6%$-#&#6!I#/6*:-!32!?3(&*)!h5'$&(-!

%$$4'RPP()*0-:3#$0-.&-,32=33G';(3:P43/(*'$P$%-7()3'-70-*/74032-''307/*.&/7*O-00*/73#7$%-7
20&6%$-#&#67-#/6*:-7327'3(&*)7n5'$&(-P!

WEEK TWELVE !
 
Problems 



! 43)&(1!=*'-/!3#!/-743)&$&(&O-/!@)&=-0*)P)-2$&'$A!&/-3)361720--!'(&-#(-!*#/!'3(&*)!'(&-#(-l!
! S3,!:5(%!&'!/-0&.-/!203:!235#/*$&3#*)!40&#(&4)-'+!)&G-!)&=-0$1+!-N5*)&$1+!*#/!$%-!05)-!32!
! )*,l!

I. Race 





vv!

"; !

H&:3$%1!d3:=*0/3+!V8%*$!*0-!8%&$-!830G-0'!H%&#G&#6lW!Hardcrackers!@h5#-!^`^`A!
!
h-##&2-0!Q-/&#*+!VS3,!L-:3(0*$'!Q&''-/!H05:4M'!944-*)!$3!d*$&#3!s3$-0'W!New York Times!
@m3.-:=-0!^`^`A!
!
f31!9(522+!V?$5(G!>4!e)5-'W!!
! ! %$$4'RPP,,,;135$5=-;(3:P,*$(%l.qIQF968I*"a"!

vv!
!

""; !
!
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