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BASIC CONCEPTS 
 

WEEK ONE: 
 
What are Civil Liberties?  Why do the Matter?  How are they Protected? 
'
Contemporary ControversiesZ'
'
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Judicial Review as a Method of Rights Protection:  Natural Law/Rights; 

 Structural Design; Constitutional Text 
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WEEK FOUR: 
 
Constitutional Development Involving Individual Liberty: The Modern Era and 
Before – Constitutional Rights Protection Regimes? 
(

The Rights Protections Before the Civil War (1789-1860) 
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The Civil War and the Civil War/Reconstruction Amendments 
(13th/14th/15th)(1865-1870): A New Regime of Powerful Courts (and others) 
Protecting Rights? 
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Twentieth Century Progressivism and Liberalism:  The Living Constitution 
and Civil Libertarianism 
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The Liberal New Deal/Civil Libertarian Order:  Nationalizing Constitutional 
Rights – Incorporation of the Bill of Rights, Bifurcated Review/Tiers of 
Scrutiny/Preferred Freedoms 
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SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES 

 
WEEKS FIVE/SIX: 
 
PROPERTY RIGHTS AND CONTRACT RIGHTS 
 
Contemporary Controversy: 
 

Are economic liberties “civil liberties”? 
'
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State Impairment of the Obligation of Contract
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WEEK SEVEN:'

 
ARMS (SECOND AMENDMENT AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS) 
 
Contemporary Controversy: 
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WEEKS EIGHT/NINE: 

'
SPEECH (FIRST AMENDMENT AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS) 

 
Contemporary Controversy:   
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Pre-Civil War 
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Modern Free Press (First Amendment) 

 
Contemporary ControversyZ''
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WEEK ELEVEN
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