Introduction

Since the academic year 2000/2001, our Degree Program in Nursing has used Gordon's health
patterns for assessment and Carpenito's bifocal model in nursing process education. We found
that students, applying Carpenito's bifocal clinical practice model, were rarely able to grasp the
nursing focus in care planning. In fact, the use of collaborative problems led students to focus
mainly on medical data at the expense of nursing data. So, we decided to use a single-focal model
to foster the acquisition of the discipline-specific nursing competencies.

Discussion

Students, using GNNN taxonomies, demonstrated better ability to use standardized
nursing terminology and to identify nursing phenomena, rather than focusing mainly on
the signs and symptoms of medical diagnoses.

We believe that the performance of second year students was affected by the fact that the
COVID-19 pandemic suddenly made it necessary to use distance
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